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CHIAPA DE CORZO

Located in the central region of Chiapas State, only 16 km (10 miles) to the east of Tuxtla Gutierrez and 62 km from San Cristobal de las Casas, the capital city, Chiapa de Corzo was founded on the right bank of the Grijalva river by Bernardo Diaz in 1524 and was conquered by Diego de Mazariegos on March 1, 1528, above one of the oldest archeological sites. The city was designed in a rectangular grid from the center square, and in this place we find the famous colonial fountain in a Mudejar style constructed in the second half of the XVI century.

In Chiapa de Corzo, one should visit the beautiful “Ex-Convent of Santo Domingo” constructed during 1554 to 1576, which hosts the “Lacquer Museum,” the permanent exhibition of Franco Lázaro Gómez and an area for cultural activities. If you visit Chiapa de Corzo in January, you can enjoy the festivity of San Sebastian. This celebration is from January 8 to 23, and there are many activities, colorful fire works and a simulation of a naval battle on the river Grijalva. During this period, all habitants of Chiapa de Corzo invite visitors into their houses, an opportunity to see the lifestyles of the inhabitants of this colonial city.

Chiapa de Corzo is the point of departure for boat rides through the Sumidero Canyon National Park, which is the site of an important and colorful traditional festival celebrated annually during the month of January. The city is famous for its handcrafts, especially the production of traditional garments, hand embroidered tablecloths, lacquer and wood products.
Chiapa de Corzo is a vigorous city, product of a mixture of history and tradition and the fusion of cultures and colors.

ACCOMMODATIONS

· Hotel La Ceiba de Chiapa de Corzo

ECOTOURISM AND OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Cañon (Canyon) Del Sumidero: Located more than 20 km north of Tuxtla Gutierrez, this natural area covers 21,789 hectares (53,818 acres) and has some of Mexico’s oldest geological formations, indeed a site of ecological, historical and archaeological importance. At this park, you’ll find cliffs that are 1000m (3,333 ft) high, ideal for rock climbing. At the top you’ll get a 20 km unobstructed view of the canyon. The immense canyon walls are lush with plants and abundant waterfalls. Spanning 32 km from the bridge to the dam, the width of the canyon varies according to the point of departure, and it ranges from 200 to 2000 m. The dam at the end of the canyon is called “Chicoasen” or Manuel Moreno Torres, and it is one of the biggest in Mexico.

Before the completion of the dam, the canyon's walls were even higher than they are now: then the waters running trough it were not navigable; even for the most skilled boatmen. Once the river was dammed, the water levels rose dramatically, creating an extremely deep and by comparison, serene river which tour boats and taxi boats navigate with ease. The Chicoasen hydroelectric dam, opened in 1981 is today one of Mexico's most important sources of electric power.

Travel to one of the Miradores (observation points) if you want to get a birds-eye view of the canyon; but if you really want to experience it properly, take a boat ride through this thrilling canyon. The most common embarkation point is at Chiapa de Corzo, a short drive from Tuxtla Gutierrez. The two to three hours round trip by boat will take you on a spectacular journey through the canyon. The wildlife on display is spectacular, and your boat may take you on a tour past one of the caves in the area.

The Sumidero Canyon is a truly spectacular experience which should not be missed when you are traveling in Chiapas. Formed by a geological fault millions of years ago, the canyon goes through the Grijalva River. On its vertical walls there are caves of a special beauty such as the “Cueva de Colores” (Multicolor Cave) and natural phenomenon as the “Árbol de Navidad” (Christmas tree) waterfall. In the Canyon there is an abundant wildlife including crocodiles, spider monkeys, jaguars, ocelotes, white tail deer and many aquatic birds.

Cañón del Sumidero National Park: Situated in the heart of the Canyon, the park is a small jungle surrounded by the high canyon walls. Its paths wind through areas where one has access to the native flora and fauna. There are also opportunities for various activities in this imposing setting. The only way to get to the park is by boat. The park offers a range of eco-activities including the opportunity to visit the wildlife sanctuary, see local flora and fauna such as crocodiles, spider monkeys and many aquatic birds as well as a number of physical and sporting activities such as: Kayaking, mountain biking, zip-lines, swimming and more.

Baños del Carmen (Carmen's baths): On the road from Tuxtla to La Angostura at approximately 55 km (34.1 miles) from the town of Chiapa de Corzo. The baths are a natural spring of sulfurous waters collected in rustic pools in the dry season and a river with lush vegetation during the rainy station. Surrounded by ample greenery, this place is well suited for picnics. Among the services available are a restaurant, rest rooms and dressing rooms.
Cascadas El Chorreadero (Spout Waterfalls): Located 23 km (14.5 miles) from Tuxtla Gutierrez and 10 km (6 miles) from Chiapa de Corzo on Highway 190. Owes its name to the way water fall from a grotto 25 m (83 ft.) high, giving birth to pools amongst jungle vegetation. In the interior you can appreciate stalactites and stalagmites. The best season to visit this attractive site is during the summer months. This place is perfect for swimming.
ARCHEOLOGY

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF CHIAPA DE CORZO:
Located 2 km (1.2 miles) from the city of Chiapa de Corzo. Chiapa de Corzo was a notable settlement and consists of about 200 structures distributed irregularly in an area 1200 m. (3/4 mile) from north to south and 1800 m. (1.1 mile) from east to west. Although there is no axis upon which the outline of the site is based, it is possible to define plazas and patios delimited by platforms, terraces and pedestal bases. It can be inferred from the topography, disposition and dimension of the structures that the principal nucleus of the settlement is located in the southeast portion of the site, whose primary characteristic is a series of large pedestal bases delimiting a kind of rectangular plaza. The mounds which have been uncovered to date are: I, V & XXXII (the last two are located within private property.) NOTE: There is no public access due to a ruling by INAH (National Institute of Anthropology and History)

ATTRACTIONS AND HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE

Ex-Convent of Santo Domingo: Located in the city's center and built during the late half of the 16th century. This convent was among the first to be built in the state of Chiapas and is outstanding among the most important and best preserved, although it suffered substantial damage during different periods of the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries. During the latter two centuries it successively housed a religious school, then the municipal jail, and from 1979 on, a Cultural Center. The ex-convent underwent its most intense restoration work during the years 1998 and 1999, culminating in that year with its reopening as a Cultural Center. In its interior one finds the Museum of Lacquer Work, the Franco Lázaro Hall, The Alejandrino Nandayapa Gallery and the Fray Matías de Cordoba Auditorium. In addition to its beautiful museum spaces, the cultural center offers some services to the public: guided tours in Spanish and English and gift shop, all in the beautiful ambiance of this ex-convent. Courses and seminars are held at this cultural center with the purpose of strengthening the expression of popular art of Chiapa de Corzo. The ex-convent of Santo Domingo is open from Tuesday to Sunday from 9.00 to 17.00 hours.

Mudéjar Fountain: Located at the city's center, this is a construction without comparison in the Latin American colonial art, the golden crown of Spanish-Arab art. According to the city historian Antonio de Remesal, this fountain was designed by Fray Rodrigo de Leon and in his absence was continued by a Spaniard until its completion in 1562. The fountain had a double social function: not only serving as a water supply for the people of the city, but also as a gathering place. The structure rises upon an octagonal platform, shaped by a vault built upon columns and buttresses repeating the number eight. The design has brocade under the vault divided by nervures. The entire fountain is built from brick, some cut into diamond shapes. The use of this material gives it a peculiar texture. Built within the best mudéjar tradition, it achieves a great architectural harmony with elements derived from Moslem art such as the octagonal base shape and the brick work, and the Renaissance-inspired vault and some structural elements derived from the Gothic. It is an original design that neither copies nor imitates other structures.

San Sebastian Ruins: Located atop San Gregorio's Hill with construction dating from the 16th century and whose existence indicates the economic and demographic significance of the city in colonial times - in other towns a single church sufficed. This church has a layout of three naves separated by arches, which were demolished by earthquakes and the passage of time. Still standing are its asp and façade, inscribed in the façade-retable tradition with niches between the pilasters. At San Sebastian we can perceive elements from mudéjar, Renaissance and Baroque styles.

Iglesia del Calvario (Church of the Calvary): Located in St. Peter's parish, built upon a hill next to a ceiba tree. This is a construction dating from the 17th century, remodeled with Neo-gothic forms from the early part of that century. On its façade are two polychrome bas-reliefs. In the interior is a wooden relief that may have been part of an altarpiece from the church of Santo Domingo in this same city. Judging from its style it must be from the 16th century - consequently it is considered as one of Mexico's oldest churches. It shows the descent of Christ from the cross, apparently inspired from a European stamp of that epoch, and it is one of the best examples of Mexican Renaissance art.

ARTS AND CRAFTS

The crafts produced in Chiapa de Corzo are a clear example of the cultural richness of this beautiful colonial city. Works in wood are outstanding, as is the embroidery work and lacquer, which are the main craft products.

Lacquer: Lacquer work is of pre-Hispanic origin. In the ancient cultures of America, the rinds of fruits and vegetables such as squash, tekomate, jicara, huacal and pumpos were used for domestic and religious purposes. Some of these rinds were left plain and others painted with a refined technique called “laca” or “maque.” With the arrival of the Spaniards there were some changes in the technique of painting. During the 19th century the transformation of the original lacquer process were consolidated as a mixed technique, which has remained the essential characteristic that identifies chiapacorceña lacquer. To manufacture lacquer several different raw materials of mineral, vegetable and animal origin are used. The grease called axe is obtained from the female of the insect cocus axin. The chia oil is obtained from the toasted seeds of Hispanic salvia or from argemosa ochroleuca sweet and dolomite (of mineral origin) called in Chiapa de Corzo "tizate." These products are used in the lacquer base and are also natural colorants for decoration.

Lacquered objects: In order to lacquer an object, it must first be thoroughly polished and smoothed. Then sisa oil is prepared by mixing finely ground and sifted dolomite with the axe grease and chia oil or linseed oil. The mixture is applied uniformly all over the surface before applying the colorant in finely powdered form, and then it is left to dry before polishing by hand or a burnishing tool. More axe oil is applied before polishing the piece again, and this process is repeated as many times as necessary to obtain the desired thickness. Then it is let to dry for several days, after which it may be decorated.

Decorated Lacquer: The decoration process begins by cleaning the object with a cloth or cotton dampened with gasoline to remove any remains of grease from the lacquer base. Then the mineral powders are mixed with chia oil or linseed oil. The decoration is done with brushes made with cat hairs inserted into the shaft of bird feathers. First the petals of large flowers are pained with the finger tips, then some white is applied for shadowing, and after its dried, small flowers are painted with the brush, and finally the leaves are painted, applying first the green then the yellow for shadowing.

Working technique: Axe oil is heated and dissolved in a pan, and when it is liquid and hot, a portion is applied and spread by hand onto the surface using the palm and fingers. Then dolomite is sprinkled on and spread in the same manner, repeating the process a second time. On the third coat of axe oil, colorant powder is sprinkled on and smoothed in the same fashion as the dolomite.

The raw materials used are:

· Tizate: White earth (dolomite,) is mined underground. The processing consists of soaking, then sifting, drying and grinding the substance to be later mixed with grease of animal origin.

· Axe or aje: Animal grease extracted from the insect coocous axin similar in shape and behavior to the prickly pear cochineal.

· Axin: A soft and warm yellow ointment, made from flies born on the timbre tree (in Chiapas case). They are boiled in order to extract the axin, which is packaged in corn husk leaves.

· The aje grease: Obtained by boiling the live insects, stirring constantly until a yellow substance emanates from them. At this temperature, the substance is ground in a mortar and then decanted through a sieve in to a container of cold water, and left to stand for two days. After this, it is washed in cold water.

Wood carving: Wood carving is very popular in all Latin American countries; and due to the existence of large forested areas, there is a wide variety of woods available. However, the original inhabitants of these lands preferred to carve stones rather than wood.

With the arrival of the Europeans, new ideas about wood-working came into being, and with them new styles, designs and applications. The necessities of the new religious cults demanded images of saints. At first they were brought from Europe, but the numbers imported were insufficient, so local production of sculptures and carvings was initiated. Indigenous apprentices assisted the master craftsmen, and thus the imported art received an indigenous interpretation that transformed it into a mestizo art. Thanks to this process it was possible to finish the decoration of churches, which according to their baroque and plateresque styles current in the epoch, needed images, altars and all sorts of wood works.

Although wood sculptors still receive orders for religious images today, their main line of work are the creation of small figurines, decorative items, kitchen tools, furniture etc. The prevailing themes for carvings in Chiapas are the representation of indigenous people from the different cultures, masks, saints, slings, representations of animals, copies of the mudejar fountain in Chiapa de Corzo, and ornamental frames. The woods preferred by the artisans are cedar, redwood, cupape, primavera, guanacastle, guayacan, cypress, pine, hormiguillo and fir.

Embroidery Chiapaneco: The regional dress for the women of Chiapas, internationally recognized for its elegance, consists of a wide skirt fully covered with flowers hand embroidered with silk thread. Currently not only garments, but also tablecloths, rugs and shawls are produced with this technique, with the intention of diversifying the traditional embroidery. To make the regional dress first the “tul” (an open mesh cloth used especially for embroidery) is cut. The design of the decoration is drawn on paper, then the tul is placed on top and the embroidery begins from the edge of the skirt. For the creation of the flowers, a stitch called embollado (knot stitch) is used. The small knots are stitched, then a flower, then another section of small knots. Then the leaves are embroidered and the seeds. When the skirt is done, a blouse made with thin silk is made and then joined with the skirt, sewing together the ends of the skirt last.

Parachico Masks: One of the main festivities in Chiapa de Corzo happens during the month of January - the Fiesta Grande (big party) in honor of Saint Sebastian. This particular event is marked by the entrance and dances of the so-called Parachicos. These characters wear a carved wooden mask, representing the indigenous people's typical image of the Spaniards: wide forehead, curly side whiskers, straight nose, blue eyes, moustache, trimmed beard and pink cheeks. In addition, the Parachicos wear a clumsy wig made of ixtle (natural fiber used in to make rope,) and wear a shawl tied around their waists, black pants, a multicolor cloak, a handkerchief around their necks, and an embroidered sash. The production of Parachico masks is one of the state's most representative crafts. Today it is carved from cedar wood, the details of each one is according to local tradition and the artisan's taste. After carving the mask it is painted with brushes.

FESTIVALS AND TRADITIONS

· January 1, New Year's Festivities, celebration of masses, parades and fireworks.

· January 8 - 23, the celebration of San Sebastian. This festivity is famous for its Parachicos dance. There is also a parade of floats headed by the representation of doña Maria de Angulo, legendary benefactress. On the night of the 21st there is a representation of a naval battle on the waters of Grijalva River. Special masses are celebrated in honor of Señor de Esquipulas, Saint Antonio and Saint Sebastian, the town's patron saint.

· Holy Week (March or April), processions, celebration of masses throughout the state. In some towns, the burning of Judas ritual takes place - represented by paper maché figures and cartoons of historical or contemporary personalities. 

· September 16 is National Independence Day, celebrated with the Mayor presiding over the traditional ceremony of "El Grito" (the Shout of Independence).

· October 15, a festivity in honor of Señor del Calvario, with celebration of a special mass.

· November 1 and 2 are All Saints Day and Day of the Dead. Offerings are placed at the graves of the deceased to welcome and summon their souls, which are believed to return during these days. The offerings include traditional meals placed on altars inside the houses along with candles and flowers, or at the graves where families spend the day praying.

· December 12 is the festival of the Patron Saint of all Mexico, the Virgin of Guadalupe celebrated with masses, serenades and pilgrimages.

GASTRONOMY

· Pepita con tasajo: Its also called Comida Grande (big meal) since it is the main dish during festivities. It is made of grounded pumpkin seeds with spices and tasajo (salted and dried beef) cut in strips.

· Cochito: The name of a pork dish cooked in this fashion: The pork is marinated in a vinegar sauce made with onion, garlic, thyme, hot pepper and achiote (a ground mixture of seeds and hot peppers) before baking it in the oven. It is served on lettuce leaves with onions. 

· Chipilín: An herbaceous legume with medium sized, pale green leaves with a distinctive flavor that can be mixed with flour or beans, beef and pork. Also used in tamales and soup (with small flour balls filled with cheese).

· Chirmol: It is a sauce made with boiled and grounded green tomatoes, hot peppers, onions and coriander.
· Pozol: The main drink is pozol, made from boiled and grounded corn, mixed with cocoa and sugar in water. There is also white pozol, which does not contain cocoa. Pozol should be constantly stirred to keep the ingredients from settling. The consumption of pozol dates back to pre-Hispanic times. At the beginning of the 20th century it was served hot and without sugar. It had a reputation among the population of being refreshing and energizing. Among the ancient people of Chiapas, it had a mythological significance because it was considered representative of life itself because of it high corn content. Pozol was traditionally drunk in the fields between 11.00 and noon. Basically, it was drunk from a gourd-bag after a long day. Under the generic name of pozol, there are three drinks common in Chiapas: White pozol, cocoa pozol and sour pozol. In the towns and hamlets there is the custom of drinking white pozol without sugar, accompanied instead with salt and fresh or dried powdered hot peppers. Pozol is still a part of the diet of the families and remains as an example of the deep roots of the traditions of the indigenous and mestizo cultures in Chiapas. In Chiapas, despite the introduction of soft drinks, pozol remains popular and preferred by the majority of people. There is even a saying, regarding people not from Chiapas: "He who tastes pozol does not return to where he came from. He stays to live here forever."

· Tascalate: It is a powder made from toasted corn, achiote, cinnamon and sugar; which is kept in a jar to be mixed with water or milk at any time.

· Sweets: In Chiapa de Corzo there is ample variety of sweets, among those: Nuegado, melcocha, coyol, pucsinu, empanizado, bolona, pepita con dulce (candied pumpkin seeds), ante, calabasa, (squash), suspiros and corn cazueleja.
MUSEUMS

Museum of the Lacquer: Founded on the year of 1952 by an initiative of the anthropologist Dr Alfonso Case, this simple and interesting museum reunites the most selected of the beautiful and rare artisan expression of the lacquer. The lacquer finds its origins in the pre-Hispanic world, from where the artisans have conserved procedures and techniques to ornament diverse materials, mainly wood, that are all a work of art. In the museum we can find pieces coming from Pátzcuaro, Quiroga and Uruapan, in the state of Michoacán, and Olinalá in the state of Guerrero. Also some pieces of great aesthetic value from Guatemala, China, Thailand and Japan. Are exhibited.

For prices, reservations, availability and bookings, please contact us at: visit@luxuriousmexico.com
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